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SUBJECT: MILITARY ACTIVITY ON BORDER 

REF: PORT MORESBY 0896 

1 . SUMMARY: BUILDUP OF PNG DEFENCE FORCE UNITS, BEGUN 
JUNE 12 (REFTEL), STEPPED UP JUNE 20-21 WITH FOUR 
COMPANIES NOW COMMITTED. GPNG PUBLICIZING VIRTUALLY EVERY 
MOVE IN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO ASSURE INDONESIA OF ITS FIRM 
INTENTION TO DENY REBELS ACCESS TO SANCTUARY IN PNG TERRITORY 
WHILE INDOS PUT PRESSURE ON REBELS ACROSS THE BORDER. 

SITUATION COMPLICATED JUNE 21 BY REPORTS (CONFIRMED TO US 

BY PNGDF) INDONESIAN TROOPS CROSSED BORDER AND ADVANCED 
10 KMS INTO PNG TERRITORY. THIS EXPECTED TO INCREASE 
POLITICAL FLAK FROM BOTH OPPOSITION AND OTHERS BASICALLY 
SYMPATHETIC TO REBELS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A MOVE APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO CONVINCE INDONESIA 
THAT IT DOES NOT INTEND TO LET IRIAN JAYA REBELS USE PNG 
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TERRITORY AS A SANCTUARY, PRIME MINISTER SOMARE ANNOUNCED 
JUNE 20 THAT BORDER PATROLS, AUGMENTED JUNE 12 (REFTEL), 

WOULD BE INCREASED FURTHER. WITHIN 48 HOURS, PNG'S 
DEFENCE FORCE HAD FOUR COMPANIES IN THE AREA, DRAWN FROM 
BUTH THE SECOND PACIFIC ISLANDS REGIMENT (2 PIR) OF MOEM 
BARRACKS, WEWAK, AND 1 PIR OF TAURAMA BARRACKS, PORT 
MORESBY. WE NOT SURE WHETHER UNITS INCLUDE THREE INFANTRY 
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AND ONE SUPPORT COMPANY OR FOUR INFANTRY COMPANIES. 

499 MEN NOW DEPLOYED WITH BASES AT WUTUNG, BEWANI, 
IMONDA, AMANAB AND GREEN RIVER. 

3. FOLLOWING VILLAGERS' COMPLAINTS THAT INDONESIAN TROOPS 
WERE DESTROYING THEIR GARDENS. A PNGDF PATROL SIGHTED 
INDONESIAN TROOPS NEAR KAMBERATORO, SOME 10 KMS. INSIDE 
PNG TERRITORY ON JUNE 21 . AT LAST REPORTS, A PNGDF 
COMPANY WAS ENROUTE TO THE AREA TO "ASK THEM "THE 
INDONESIANS) TO RETURN TO THE IRIAN JAYA SIDE OF THE BORDER."’ 
MEDIA REPORTS INDONESIAN PATROL BELIEVED TO BE PART OF 
COMPANY OF 100 INDONESIAN PARA-COMMANDOS OPERATING FROM 
UBRUB, ABOUT 5 KMS IN IRIAN JAYA AND ABOUT 15 KMS FROM 
KAMBERATORO. 

4. DESPITE TECHNICALLY ACCURATE GPNG DENIALS OF 
COOPERATION BETWEEN PNG AND INDO FORCES, IT OBVIOUS THAT 
INDOS PUTTING PRESSURE ON WEST IRIANESE FROM THEIR SIDE 
OF BORDER WHILE PNG HAS COMMITTED VIRTUALLY ALL ITS 
INFANTRY TO DENY REBELS ACCESS TO REFUGE IN PNG. IN 
ESSENCE, PNG WANTS TO BE ABLE TO SAY, "WE CHASED THEM 
BACK AND NOW ITS UP TO YOU." 

5. MEDIA PLAY HAS BEEN HEAVY AND, ACCORDING TO PNGDF 
AND AUSTRALIAN SOURCES, ACCURATE. THIS LENDS CREDENCE 
TO OUR BELIEF THAT GPNG’S PRINCIPAL INTENTION IS TO 
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ASSURE INDONESIANS OF ITS GOOD FAITH. 

6. AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD AMBASSADOR 
YESTERDAY THAT MARTIN TABU. HAD CROSSED BORDER WITH HIS 
INDONESIAN HOSTAGES. DEPT. MAY RECALL THAT INDO 
AMBASSADOR BUSIRI HAD SAID (REFTEL) TABU NEVER CROSSES 
THE BORDER. 

7. AUSTRALIANS BELIEVED TO BE INVOLVED, PROBABLY 
SUPPLYING C-130S FOR TROOP MOVEMENTS AND, THROUGH 
NORMAL STAFF WORK, WITH PLANNING. HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FAIRLY CLOSE-MOUTHED ABOUT OPERATION BUT DID DESCRIBE 
GPNG INTENTIONS ALONG LINES DESCRIBED PARA 5 

ABOVE. 

8. DEFENCE FORCE OFFICERS VERY PLEASED WITH OPERATION 
TO DATE. THEY BELIEVE POLITICIANS ARE BECOMING 
CONVINCED THAT A DEFENCE FORCE IS NEEDED AND ARE PROUD 
OF THEIR ABILITY TO PUT MOST OF THEIR UNITS INTO THE 
FIELD IN REMOTE AREAS WITHIN 48 HOURS. 

9. IMPACT OF INDONESIAN INCURSION NOT YET FELT BUT 
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IT SURE TO COME. PM SOMARE, EVENING JUNE 21, 

REITERATED PNG TERRITORY MUST NOT BE USED TO SETTLE THE 
IRIAN JAYA PROBLEM. ONE GOVERNMENT PARLIAMENTARIAN 
HAS ALREADY CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS AGAINST 
THE REBELS AND THE OPPOSITION IS CERTAIN TO TAKE THE 
GOVERNMENT TO TASK. 

OLMSTED 
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